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VITTER) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RIscH) were added as cosponsors of
S. 2600, a bill to amend the Military Se-
lective Service Act to provide that any
modification to the duty to register for
purposes of the Military Selective
Service Act may be made only through
an Act of Congress, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2611

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2611, a bill to amend the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971
to replace the Federal Election Com-
mission with the Federal Election Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes.

S. CON. RES. 4

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent reso-
lution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.

S. RES. 383

At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 383, a resolution
recognizing the importance of the
United States-Israel economic rela-
tionship and encouraging new areas of
cooperation.

AMENDMENT NO. 3402

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BrROWN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 3402 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 524, a bill to
authorize the Attorney General to
award grants to address the national
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse
and heroin use.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. MCCAIN):

S. 2639. A bill to direct the Director
of the Government Publishing Office to
provide members of the public with
Internet access to Congressional Re-
search Service reports, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Senator
McCAIN and I are introducing bipar-
tisan, bicameral legislation to make
reports published by the Congressional
Research Service, CRS, available to
the American public online. This legis-
lation will open up an invaluable, tax-

payer-funded resource for use by
schools, universities, researchers, li-
braries, and individuals across the
country.

The CRS was founded more than 100
years ago to provide comprehensive,
non-partisan information on vital
issues affecting national policy. In 2015,
CRS issued over 1200 new reports and
updated almost 2500 existing products,
on matters ranging from the structure
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of government agencies, to summaries
of legislative proposals, foreign policy
primers, and everything in between.
These reports are posted on an internal
website for use by Members of Congress
and their staff, but they are not dis-
tributed directly to the public. In an
informal arrangement that is all too
familiar in Washington, this unneces-
sary restriction has created a cottage
industry of services that make copies
of the reports available to lobbyists for
a subscription fee. Schools and the gen-
eral public cannot access them, nor do
readers know whether the scattering of
CRS reports they can find online
through third-party websites are au-
thentic, complete, or up-to-date. That’s
not very ‘public’ and does nothing for
the average citizen in Vermont or the
rest of the country who does not have
easy access to Washington.

Our bipartisan, bicameral legislation
stops this unequal access by providing
for CRS Reports to be published online
in a comprehensive free, and search-
able database on the website of the
Government Publishing Office, GPO.
This straightforward but important
step has long been called for by librar-
ies, educators, and public interest
groups across the country. It is also
supported by retired and former CRS
employees, who note that ‘‘CRS reports
are widely available on Capitol Hill to
staff and lobbyists alike, are released
with no expectation of confidentiality,
and could be of immense value to the
general public.”

The century-old CRS was founded on
the principles of nonpartisanship and
respect for accurate, thoughtful infor-
mation to inform the policy conversa-
tions of the day. It is a testament to
the best ideals of Congress, and all
Americans should benefit from the
work and resources it provides. When I
think of my grandchildren working on
research reports for school, I want
them to have access to this resource. I
also want the American people to know
what information their Members of
Congress are receiving on leading pol-
icy issues of the day.

The legislation includes several im-
portant measures—responsive to con-
cerns from CRS—to ensure that only
appropriate materials are shared on-
line. It makes clear that the GPO
website will include only final, non-
confidential CRS Reports and similar
written, non-confidential CRS products
that are intended for general Congres-
sional distribution. It firmly excludes
from publication any memoranda or
other custom materials that CRS pro-
vides in response to a research request
from an individual Member of Con-
gress. The bill allows for identifying
information for individual CRS re-
searchers to be redacted so that CRS,
not individual staffers, is the named
author of a work. It also requires the
inclusion of a written notification in
all CRS Reports to explain that the
materials were prepared by CRS for use
by Congress, and should not be relied
upon for purposes other than public un-
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derstanding of information that has
been provided by CRS to Members of
Congress in connection with CRS’s in-
stitutional role.

This is an exciting time for the Li-
brary of Congress and its divisions such
as CRS. For the first time since 1987,
the President has nominated, and I
hope the Senate Rules Committee will
soon consider, a new Librarian of Con-
gress to lead one of the largest librar-
ies in the world. As we move further
into the digital age, now is an impor-
tant moment to consider the promise
of this great American institution and
the resources it provides.

I thank Senator McCAIN for his long
partnership with me on this effort, as
well as Representatives LANCE and
QUIGLEY who today are introducing bi-
partisan companion legislation in the
House. I hope members will join us in
supporting this straightforward, but
important, step to make CRS reports
available to the public so that all
Americans may enjoy this invaluable
resource equally.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that letters of support be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

OCTOBER 22, 2015.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BLUNT, CHAIRMAN CAPITO,
CHAIRMAN MILLER, CHAIRMAN GRAVES, RANK-
ING MEMBER SCHUMER, RANKING MEMBER
SCHATZ, RANKING MEMBER BRADY, RANKING
MEMBER WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, AND VICE
CHAIRMAN HARPER: We are former employees
of the Congressional Research Service (CRS),
with more than a collective five hundred
years with the agency. We write in strong
support of timely, comprehensive free public
access to CRS reports. In doing so, we distin-
guish between CRS reports, which are non-
confidential, and other CRS products, such
as memoranda, which are confidential.

CRS plays a vital role in our legislative
process by informing lawmakers and staff
about important policy issues. To that end,
nothing should impair CRS’s ability to pro-
vide confidential support to members of Con-
gress, such as through briefings and con-
fidential memoranda. Nor should Congress
take any steps to weaken the Constitu-
tionally-protected status of CRS’s work
product. In contrast, CRS reports are widely
available on Capitol Hill to staff and lobby-
ists alike, are released with no expectation
of confidentiality, and could be of immense
value to the general public.

Longstanding congressional policy allows
Members and committees to distribute CRS
products to the public, which they do in a
variety of ways. In addition, CRS provides
reports upon request to the judicial branch,
to journalists, and to the executive branch,
which often publishes them on agency
websites. Insiders with relationships to con-
gressional staff can easily obtain the reports,
and well-resourced groups pay for access
from third-party subscription services. Mem-
bers of the public, however, can freely access
only a subset of CRS reports, usually via
third parties.

It is difficult for the public to know the
scope of CRS products they could obtain
from Congress. A Google search returned
over 27,000 products including 4,260 hosted on
.gov domains, but there is no way to know if
those documents are up to date, whether the
search is comprehensive, or when the docu-
ments might disappear from view.
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We believe Congress should provide a cen-
tral online source for timely public access to
CRS reports. That would place all members
of the public on an equal footing to one an-
other with respect to access. It would resolve
concerns around public and congressional
use of the most up-to-date version. Addition-
ally, it would ensure the public can verify it
is using an authentic version. And it would
diminish requests to analysts to provide a
copy of the most recent report. Other legisla-
tive support agencies, i.e., the Congressional
Budget Office and the Government Account-
ability Office, publish non-confidential re-
ports on their websites as a matter of course.
Doing so does not appear to harm their abil-
ity to perform their mission for Congress.

We thank you for the opportunity to share
our thoughts on implementing full public ac-
cess to non-confidential CRS reports. If you
wish to discuss this further, please contact
Daniel Schuman, Demand Progress policy di-
rector, at daniel@demandprogress.org, or
Kevin Kosar, R Street Institute senior fellow
and governance director, at
kkosar@rstreet.org. Thank you for your con-
sideration of this matter.

With best regards,

Henry Cohen, George Costello, Heather
Durkin, Gregg Esenwein, Louis Fisher,
Peggy Garvin, Bernie Gelb, Jeffrey C.
Griffith, Pamela Hairston, Glennon J.
Harrison, Kevin Holland, Thomas
Hungerford, W. Jackson, Kevin Kosar,
Jon Medalia, Elizabeth Palmer, Harold
Relyea, Morton Rosenberg, Daniel
Schuman, Christine Scott, Sherry Sha-
piro, Nye Stevens.

NOVEMBER 12, 2015.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BLUNT, CHAIRMAN MILLER,
RANKING MEMBER SCHUMER, RANKING MEM-
BER BRADY, AND VICE CHAIRMAN HARPER: We
write in support of expanded public access to
Congressional Research Service (CRS) re-
ports. Longstanding congressional policy al-
lows Members and committees to use their
websites to disseminate CRS products to the
public, although CRS itself may not engage
in direct public dissemination. This results
in a disheartening inequity. Insiders with
Capitol Hill connections can easily obtain
CRS reports from any of the 20,000 congres-
sional staffers and well-resourced groups can
pay for access from subscription services.
However, members of the public can access
only a small subset of CRS reports that are
posted on an assortment of not-for-profit
websites on an intermittent basis. Now is the
time for a systematic solution that provides
timely, comprehensive free public access to
and preservation of non-confidential reports
while protecting confidential communica-
tions between CRS and Members and com-
mittees of Congress.

CRS reports—not to be confused with con-
fidential CRS memoranda and other prod-
ucts—play a critical role in our legislative
process by informing lawmakers and staff
about the important issues of the day. The
public should have the same access to infor-
mation. In 2014 CRS completed over 1,000 new
reports and updated over 2,500 existing prod-
ucts. (CRS also produced nearly 3,000 con-
fidential memoranda.)

Our interest in free public access to non-
confidential CRS reports illustrates the es-
teem in which the agency is held. CRS re-
ports are regularly requested by members of
the public and are frequently cited by the
courts and the media. For example, over the
last decade CRS reports were cited in 190 fed-
eral court opinions, including 64 at the ap-
pellate level. Over the same time period,
CRS reports were cited 67 times in the Wash-
ington Post and 45 times the New York
Times. CRS reports often are published in
the record of legislative proceedings.
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Taxpayers provide more than $100 million
annually in support of CRS, and yet mem-
bers of the public often must look to private
companies for consistent access. Some citi-
zens are priced out of these services, result-
ing in inequitable access to information
about government activity that is produced
at public expense.

In fact, while CRS generates a list of all
the reports it has issued over the previous
year, it silently redacts that information
from the public-facing version of its annual
report, making it difficult for the public to
even know the scope of CRS products they
could obtain from Congress. A Google search
returned over 27,000 reports including 4,260
hosted on .gov domains, but there is no way
to know if those documents are up to date,
what might be missing, or when they might
disappear from view.

Comprehensive free public access to non-
confidential CRS reports would place the re-
ports in line with publications by other leg-
islative support agencies in the TUnited
States and around the globe. The Govern-
ment Accountability Office, the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the Law Library of
Congress, and 85% of G-20 countries whose
parliaments have subject matter experts rou-
tinely make reports available to the public.

We hasten to emphasize that we are not
calling for public access to CRS products
that should be kept confidential or are dis-
tributed only to a small network on Capitol
Hill. Memoranda produced at the request of
a Member or committee and provided to an
office in direct response to a request should
remain confidential unless the office itself
chooses to release the report. By compari-
son, we believe no such protection should at-
tach to reports typically published on CRS’
internal website or otherwise widely dis-
seminated.

We value the work of CRS and in no way
wish to impede its ability to serve Congress.
CRS reports already undergo multiple levels
of administrative review to ensure they are
accurate, non-partisan, balanced, and well-
written. Authors of every CRS product are
aware of the likelihood that reports will be-
come publicly available.

We do not make a specific recommendation
on who should comprehensively publish non-
confidential CRS reports online, although
the approaches outlined in H. Res. 34 (114th
Congress) and S. Res. 118 (111th Congress) are
reasonable. The Clerk of the House, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, the Government Pub-
lishing Office (GPO), the Library of Congress
and libraries in the Federal Depository Li-
brary Program (FDLP) are all reasonable
places for the public to gain access to these
documents. Even bulk publication on GPO’s
website would be a major step forward.

We ask only that all non-confidential re-
ports be published as they are released, up-
dated, or withdrawn; that they be published
in their full, final form; that they are freely
downloadable individually and in bulk; and
that they be accompanied by an index or
metadata that includes the report ID, the
date issued/updated, the report name, a
hyperlink to the report, the division that
produced the report, and possibly the report
author(s) as well.

In the attached appendix we briefly address
concerns often raised by CRS regarding pub-
lic access to reports. In doing so, we note
that many committees, including the Senate
Rules Committee, have published CRS re-
ports on their websites. Also, that many CRS
reports are available through third parties.
We urge you to give great weight to the sig-
nificant public benefit that would result
from comprehensive, timely access.

We welcome the opportunity to further dis-
cuss implementing systematic public access
to non-confidential CRS reports. Please con-
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tact Daniel Schuman, Demand Progress pol-

icy director, at daniel@demandprogress.org,

or Kevin Kosar, R Street Institute senior fel-

low and governance director, at

kkosar@rstreet.org. Thank you for your

thoughtful consideration of this matter.
With best regards,

American Association of Law Libraries,
American Civil Liberties Union, American
Library Association, Americans for Tax Re-
form, Association of Research Libraries, Bill
of Rights Defense Committee, California
State University San Marcos, Cause of Ac-
tion, Center for Democracy and Technology,
Center for Effective Government, Center for
Media and Democracy, Center for Responsive
Politics, Citizens Against Government
Waste, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics
in Washington, Congressional Data Coali-
tion, Data Transparency Coalition, Defend-
ing Dissent Foundation, Demand Progress,
Engine, Essential Information.

Federation of American Scientists, Free-
dom Works, Free Government Information,
Government Accountability Project,
Middlebury College Library, Minnesota Coa-
lition On Government Information, National
Coalition for History, National Security
Archive, National Security Counselors, Na-
tional Taxpayers Union, NewFields Research
Library, Niskanen Center,
OpenTheGovernment.org, Project on Govern-
ment Oversight, Public Citizen, R Street In-
stitute, Sunlight Foundation, Taxpayers for
Common Sense, Transactional Records Ac-
cess Clearinghouse (TRAC) at Syracuse Uni-
versity, Union of Concerned Scientists, West-
ern Illinois University Libraries.

Amy Spare, Andrew Lopez, Connecticut
College, Barbara Jones, Ben Amata, Cali-
fornia State University, Sacramento, Ben
Doherty, Bernadine Abbott Hoduski, Profes-
sional Staff Member, Joint Committee on
Printing, retired, Bert Chapman, Purdue
University Libraries, Bill Olbrich, Bradley
Seybold, Brandon Burnette, Southeastern
Oklahoma State University, Brenda Ellis,
BWS Johnson, Carol Bredemeyer, Carrie
Russell, Christine Alvey, Maryland State Ar-
chives, Claire King, Kansas Supreme Court
Law Library, Crystal Davidson, King Col-
lege, Daniel Barkley, University of New Mex-
ico, Danya Leebaw, Dave Morrison, Marriott
Library, University of Utah.

Deborah Melnick, LLAGNY, Dianne Oster,
Donna Burton, Union College, Dorothy
Ormes, Edward Herman, Eileen Heaser,
CSUS Library, Ellen Simmons, Eric Mill,
Francis Buckley, former Superintendent of
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Of-
fice, Gail Fithian, Gail Whittemore, Gene-
vieve Nicholson, Helen Burke, Jacque How-
ell, Jane Larrington, Janetta Paschal, Jea-
nette Sparks, Jennifer Pesetsky, JoAnne
Deeken, Joy T. Pile, Middlebury College.

Judith Downie, Julia Hughes, Karen Heil,
Government Information Librarian, Middle-
town Thrall Library, Karen Russ, Kathleen
L. Amen, Kathy Carmichael, KC Halstead,
Kelly McGlynn, Kristine R. Kreilick, LaRita
Schandorff, Larry Romans, Laura G. Harper,
Linda Johnson, University of New Hamp-
shire, Lois Fundis, Mary H. Weir Public Li-
brary, Lori Gwinett, Lori L. Smith, Louise
Buckley, University of New Hampshire Li-
brary, Louise England, Marna Morland,
Mamita Simpson, University of Virginia Law
Library.

Mary Anne Curlee, Mary Jo Lazun, Megan
Brooks, Melissa Pinch, Michael J. Malbin,
Professor of Political Science, SUNY Al-
bany, Michele Hayslett, UNC at Chapel Hill,
Mike Lynch, Mohamed Haian Abdirahman,
Norman Ornstein, P. Duerr, Patricia J. Pow-
ell, Government Documents Librarian, Roa-
noke College Library, Professor Patricia
B.M. Brennan, Rachel H. Carpenter, Ref-
erence Government Documents Librarian,
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Rhode Island College, Rebecca Richardson,
Robert Sippel, Florida Institute of Tech-
nology, Rosemary Campagna, Sandy
Schiefer, University of Missouri—Columbia,
Schuyler M. Cook, Scott Casper, Shari Last-
er.

Stephanie Braunstein, Stephen Hayes,
Hesburgh Libraries, University of Notre
Dame, Susan Bucks, Monmouth University,
Susan Udry, Tammy Savinski, Taylor
Fitchett, Thomas E. Hickman, Thomas E.
Mann, Victoria Mitchell, Wendy Swanberg,
Wilhelmina Randtke.

FEBRUARY 29, 2016.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MILLER, CHAIRMAN BLUNT,
AND VICE CHAIRMAN HARPER: As a coalition
of 12 conservative, free market organizations
we urge you to expand public access to Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS) reports.

Each year CRS receives $100 million in tax-
payer funding to produce and update thou-
sands of nonpartisan reports describing gov-
ernment agencies, explaining public policy,
and tallying government spending. They are
an invaluable resource to Congress in its ef-
forts to oversee our massive federal govern-
ment and hold it accountable.

Members of Congress and their staff have
easy access to CRS reports. So too do lobby-
ists and other Beltway insiders, who often
pay for the reports through expensive sub-
scription services. But taxpayers cannot eas-
ily get copies of CRS reports.

This policy is unfair and outdated. It also
stands in stark contrast to other legislative
branch agencies: both the Congressional
Budget Office and the Government Account-
ability Office release their reports to the
public.

Making CRS reports easily accessible by
the public will increase transparency in gov-
ernment, and allow everyday citizens access
to important information that will better
educate them on the issues before Congress.
The bottom line is taxpayers pay for these
reports. It is only fair that they have easy
access to them.

Sincerely,

Phil Kerpen, President, American Com-
mitment; Grover Norquist, President,
Americans for Tax Reform; Norm Sin-
gleton, President, Campaign for Lib-
erty; Neil Bradley, Chief Strategy Offi-
cer, Comnservative Reform Network;
Tom Schatz, President, Council for
Citizens Against Government Waste;
Adam Brandon, President and CEO,
Freedom Works; Michael Needham,
CEO, Heritage Action for America; Mi-
chael Ostrolenk, Co-Founder, Liberty
Coalition; Brandon Arnold, Executive
Director, National Taxpayers Union;
Jerry Taylor, President, Niskanen Cen-
ter; Kevin Kosar, Senior Fellow and Di-
rector of the Governance Project, R
Street Institute; David Williams, Presi-
dent, Taxpayers Protection Alliance.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 385—RECOG-
NIZING THE HISTORIC ACHIEVE-
MENT OF ASTRONAUT SCOTT JO-
SEPH KELLY OF THE NATIONAL
AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AD-
MINISTRATION AS THE FIRST
PERSON OF THE UNITED STATES
TO COMPLETE A CONTINUOUS 1-
YEAR MISSION IN SPACE

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. PETERS, and Mr.
MENENDEZ) submitted the following
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resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. REs. 385

Whereas Scott Joseph Kelly was born on
February 21, 1964, to Richard and Patricia
Kelly in Orange, New Jersey, and raised in
West Orange, New Jersey;

Whereas Scott Kelly received—

(1) a Bachelor of Science degree in elec-
trical engineering from the State University
of New York Maritime College in 1987; and

(2) a Master of Science degree in aviation
systems from the University of Tennessee in
1996;

Whereas in July 1989, Scott Kelly was des-
ignated as a naval aviator in Beeville, Texas,
and subsequently made overseas deploy-
ments aboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
to—

(1) the North Atlantic Ocean;

(2) the Mediterranean Sea;

(3) the Red Sea; and

(4) the Persian Gulf;

Whereas since completing training at the
United States Naval Test Pilot School in
June 1994, Scott Kelly has—

(1) logged over 8,000 hours in not fewer
than 40 different aircraft and spacecraft; and

(2) made not fewer than 250 carrier land-
ings;

Whereas in 2012, Scott Kelly retired from
the Navy as a captain;

Whereas since being selected by the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (referred to in this preamble as
“NASA”) for astronaut training in 1996,
Scott Kelly has served—

(1) in 1999, as a pilot of the Space Shuttle
Discovery on STS-103 to service the Hubble
Space Telescope;

(2) in 2007, as Mission Commander of the
Space Shuttle Endeavor on STS-118 to the
International Space Station (referred to in
this preamble as the “ISS”’);

(3) as a flight engineer for ISS Expedition
25;

(4) as the Commander of ISS Expedition 26;
and

(b) as a 1-year crew member of ISS Expedi-
tions 43, 44, 45, and 46, including 6 months of
service as Commander;

Whereas on March 27, 2015, Scott Kelly
launched into space for a 340-day mission
aboard the ISS;

Whereas during his 340-day voyage aboard
the ISS, Scott Kelly—

(1) remained in continuous orbit around
the Earth;

(2) achieved the longest continuous
amount of time that a United States astro-
naut has spent living in space;

(3) in addition to his regular duties of ISS
maintenance, participated in hundreds of
scientific studies; and

(4) conducted 3 space walks;

Whereas Scott Kelly participated in a 1-
year twins study in space while his identical
twin brother, former NASA astronaut Mark
Kelly, acted as a human control specimen on
Earth, providing an understanding of the
physical, behavioral, microbiological, and
molecular reaction of the human body to an
extended period of time in space, which
could—

(1) be pivotal for the United States goal for
humans to explore Mars; and

(2) contribute to unforeseen scientific in-
novations that benefit all of humanity;

Whereas the 340-day space mission of Scott
Kelly—

(1) generated new insight into how the
human body adjusts to weightlessness, isola-
tion, radiation, and the stress of long-dura-
tion space flight; and

(2) will help support astronaut physical
and mental well-being during longer space
exploration missions in the future;
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Whereas Scott Kelly completed the 340-day
mission with Russian cosmonaut Mikhail
Kornienko, embodying  peaceful inter-
national cooperation in outer space;

Whereas on March 1, 2016, Scott Kelly
touched down on Earth, ending his 340-day
space voyage; and

Whereas, the 1-year mission of Scott Kelly
marks a significant step in reaching the
goals of NASA of future missions to Mars,
elsewhere in the solar system, and beyond:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates National Aeronautics and
Space Administration astronaut Scott Kelly
for—

(A) the historic achievement in completing
a 1-year mission in space; and

(B) a successful return to Earth,
United States, and his family;

(2) recognizes that—

(A) the 1-year mission of Scott Kelly con-
tributed to research on the effects of long-
duration space flight on the human body and
mind; and

(B) continuing studies of human health are
critical to future human exploration of
space; and

(3) applauds the contributions of the 1-year
journey in space of Scott Kelly to the sci-
entific progress of the United States.

the

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 386—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED

STATES SHOULD ESTABLISH A
GOAL OF MORE THAN 50 PER-
CENT CLEAN AND CARBON-FREE
ELECTRICITY BY 2030 TO AVOID
THE WORST IMPACTS OF CLI-
MATE CHANGE, GROW THE ECON-
OMY, INCREASE SHARED PROS-
PERITY, IMPROVE PUBLIC
HEALTH, AND PRESERVE THE
NATIONAL SECURITY OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LEAHY, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. COONS, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. NELSON, Mrs. BOXER,

Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.

FRANKEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. KING, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MUR-
PHY, and Mr. CARPER) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources:
S. RES. 386

Whereas failing to act on climate change
will have a devastating impact on the United
States economy, costing billions of dollars in
lost gross domestic product;

Whereas extreme weather, intensified by
climate change, has already cost taxpayers
billions of dollars each year in recovery ef-
forts and the amount will continue to grow if
climate change is not addressed;

Whereas decreased economic growth and
increased costs of infrastructure repairs and
other recovery efforts due to climate change
will significantly increase the budget deficit
and undermine the fiscal stability of the
United States;

Whereas climate change will have dev-
astating public health implications, includ-
ing—

(1) increased rates of asthma and other res-
piratory diseases, especially in wvulnerable
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